
Michael O’Brien, acclaimed Canadian novelist, writer and icon artist, will be 
speaking in various locations in Santa Rosa, Napa, Sacramento and sur-

rounding towns during the week of November 14 - 20. He will speak at the Msgr. 
Becker Center at St. Eugene’s Cathedral on the timely topic of “Longing for the 
Holy”, which is a central theme in all of his books and paintings.

O’Brien will be on a speaking tour in connection with the release of his epic new 
novel, The Father’s Tale, a powerful story that O’Brien calls, “A modern retelling of 
the parable of the Prodigal Son.”

This is the 9th novel from O’Brien published by Ignatius Press. His most famous 
novel is Father Elijah, and others include Strangers and Sojourners, Island of the 
World, Theophilos, Sophia House and Eclipse of the Sun.

The Father’s Tale tells the epic story of Canadian bookseller Alex Graham, a mid-
dle-age widower whose quiet life is turned upside down when his college-age son 
disappears without any trace of his whereabouts. With minimal resources, the fa-
ther begins a long journey that takes him away from his safe, orderly world on an 
incredible odyssey to fascinating places, frightening people and perils.

 Through the uncertainty and the anguish, Graham is pulled into conflicts be-
tween nations, as well as the eternal conflict between good and evil. Stretched near-
ly to the breaking point, he discovers unexpected sources of strength as he presses 
onward in the hope of recovering his son—and himself.

Michael D. O’Brien, iconographer, 
painter, and writer, is the popular 
author of many best-selling novels 
including Father Elijah, Eclipse of 
the Sun, Sophia House, Theophilos 
and Island of the World. He lives in 
Canada with his wife and family.
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in Truth, Goodness and Beauty”

Praise for
The Father’s Tale

“A thousand pages of Michael O’Brien is 
like a thousand sunrises.”

—Peter Kreeft, Ph.D., Boston College, 
Author, You Can Understand the Bible

“Michael O’Brien’s achievement here is, 
I think, titanic.”

—Thomas Howard, Author, Dove De-
scending: T.S. Eliot’s Four Quartets

 

“I believe this novel will merit inclusion 
in any list of the world’s greatest novels.”

— Fr. Joseph Fessio, SJ

“An epic tale of the complex and 
mysterious workings of love....”

—David Lyle Jeffrey, Ph.D.  
Distinguished Professor of Literature 

and the Humanities, Baylor University

Sunday, Nov. 20, 7:00 pm, Santa Rosa
St. Eugene Cathedral, Msgr. Becker Center

2323 Montgomery Dr., 707-542-6984
“Longing for the Holy: Finding God in Truth, Goodness & Beauty”

 No charge – Free will offering

Order the book!
The Father’s Tale A Novel 

FT-H . . . 1076 pp, Sewn Hardcover, $29.95

1-800-651-1531 • www.ignatius.com
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